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Richard Woodward  -  Chairman 

Tel 01384 825680 

e-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk 
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Jon Jones - Vice-Chair/Outside Events/AWCC  

  

Ivor Chambers  -  Work Parties 

  

Jeffrey Carter  -  Health and Safety 

  

Jeni Hatton -  Trading Company/Interchange 

e-mail: fair.rosamund43@gmail.com 

  Tel: 07974 302979 

  

Tony Friar  -  Moorings & Site Manager 

  

Situation Vacant -  Site Co-ordinator & Projects 

  

Office   

Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353 

e-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com 

 

www.hawnebasin.org.uk 
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Caption Competition 
 
 

 
 
 

A bottle of wine for the winner 
 

Last issue’s Competition Winner 
 

 

 
 

‘Here’s a right pair of crafty sew and sews’  Pat and Dave Hill n.b. Milford 



Editor’s Wotsits 
 

Here’s hoping many of you are out cruising and enjoying life as this 
issue goes to press. We have had a busy few months at the Basin, 
with work going on apace for Halesowen In Bloom and a great visit 
of 40-odd boats as the BCNS Marathon Challenge ended with us 
this year. All the food got eaten and all the beer got drunk – whew! 
 
Elsewhere in the magazine you will see news of the Volunteer 
Hours Scheme, some humorous articles, a poem and the first 
instalment of Roy Kenn’s historical account. 
 
I look forward to hearing from more members about their Summer 
activities, and will be back pestering you for copy again for 
September. In the meantime, happy boating. 
 
 
  
Jeni Hatton               n.b. Fair Rosamund 

 
Editorial Policy 

Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling. 
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content which 

might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be the view of the 
Governing Council or the Editor 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front cover photo:  Return of the swan 06/16    Graham Hatton 

RECYCLING BINS 
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for 
mixed glass and one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic 
bottles. We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic - 

SORRY 



Chairman’s Ramblings 
 

Well here we go again time to write another piece for Interchange. After 

Spring Bank holiday I was going to comment on the great boating weather 
we were having. It's now hammering it down and we seem to be suffering 
dally floods. 
Luckily, the weather held for the BCN Marathon Challenge, which this 
year finished at Hawne Basin and I am told a great time was had by all. I 
was not there as we were boating up the Shroppie. 
The "flower pot" is in position on Mucklow Hill Island and has been filled 
with earth ready for planting. It should soon be looking very spectacular. 
The first year of the volunteer points scheme is nearing an end and I have 
to say far more people are taking part in Trust activities. The value of this 
is not just in the tasks completed but also in the creating of a community 
spirit. Whilst recognising reservations about introducing a compulsory 
volunteering element to the mooring charge, I hope that those contributing 
their time have also felt more involved. 
A very short Chairman's Ramblings this time but I am sure you will see 
from the rest of this edition of Interchange there is plenty going on at the 
Trust. 
 
I hope the sun soon returns, and those of you going out on the water have 
a great boating summer. 

 
Richard 
 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Coombeswood Canal Company Shop 

If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing, or 
going up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will 

need. We’ll make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will 
probably be cheap as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at 

the Basin – you’ll be amazed at what we’ve got and what we can 
get! Batteries, leisure and starter, now available at discount for 

multiple orders 

Your shop will always do the best for YOU. 

                       * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Coombeswood Secret Weapon! 

 
Pssst, Come here. I need to let you know about Coombeswood’s secret weapon! 
(Eyes dart left and right, coast clear.) Now see this photograph – it’s Robo Angie, 
yep that’s right a Cyborg, what you mean, don’t be daft! I’m telling you, this is 
the first of a new breed that eat steel rod for breakfast. Then why else would a 
female turn up on the Walsall clean-up, grappling hook at the ready? Hard, man, 
I’m telling you HARD ! 
 

 
 

You bend an ear, next time she meets you, with that happy greeting smile, you 
listen carefully, you can hear them motors, what um call them things, servo, 
that’s right, drives her arms, power of bull dozers, what you mean bonkers! 
 I see it with me own eyes, grappling hook straight out into the murky depths on 
the Walsall cut, hauls in tyres, shopping trolleys, steel gate post, man them 
tough for the blokes to lift, no joke out it comes from the bottom of the cut, 
bang into the joey, just like fishing. 



Even them blokes that wear those orange hi-vis vests, what them called? Oh, yes 
“Community Payback” I’m sure they all flattened back against the bridge hole 
wall when Angie comes in sight, see told you, them don’t want no trouble. 
 
Now don’t get me wrong, I’m all for women Cyborgs getting stuck in there with 
the best of the blokes, but it does have a physiological effect on the beer. After 
all we’re not used to having young, intelligent and full of energy people with us 
old moaners on work parties but we’re happy to encourage more youth on work 
parties. I mean not many women drag us old gits to the Toll End Brewery after a 
day’s hard grapple. 
 
It’s good to see the Black Country is leading the world in Robotic-Cyborg 
technology; they even managed to give Angie just a slight Black Country dialect, I 
kid yo not! 
 
Jeff Carter      

 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

Social Club News 
 

Make sure Jeni has your e-mail address by 
sending details to fair.rosamund43@gmail.com 
and making sure her e-mail address is on your 

‘safe’ list so you get the Round Robin 
information. 

 
We’ll be sorting out the events for next year 

when everyone is back in September, so watch 
out for news. 

 
Don’t forget you can hire the Cabin for your party. We 

can provide hot or cold buffets or you can do your 
own catering. We love a bit of a ‘do’! 

 

 

mailto:fair.rosamund43@gmail


Work Party Rumblings 
 

Work Party 3 April: six volunteers came to help including myself. They 
started trimming trees back between Wrights Bridge and railway bridge on 
the offside of canal. Three of the large boughs were found to be rotted 
through two-thirds of their diameter. One large bough is still to be 
attended to at a later date, possibly this winter.  
 
Work party 24 April: 14 volunteers including myself. Employed in clearing 
rubbish from tunnel mouth at Gosty, Wrights, Smiths, Waterfall Lane and 
Totnal Bridges, finding two bikes, two concrete gravel boards, a cigarette 
machine and shopping trolley to name a few items. Also a very large 
finishing corner stone had been removed from Wrights Bridge and was on 
the edge of the canal ready to be pushed into the channel. This was 
brought back to the Basin and is waiting for CRT to collect at some time. 
Some volunteers were employed in litter picking on the towpath due to 
safety issues on boat loading. 

 
On 20th May I met with Ian Lane of CRT to agree a plan of action going 
forward. We reached agreement on graffiti removal, the tunnel tug house 
area and various other points and he will be getting back to me with 
answers to our questions about the 2017 stoppage on the Dudley No. 2. 

 
WORK PARTY DATES 

 
Sunday 26th June – last chance to count for this year’s volunteer 

hours 
July – no work party as many members are on holiday 

Sunday August 21st 
September – no work party due to rally season 

Sunday October 23rd 
Sunday November 20th 

Sunday December 18th – provisional due to seasonal events 
 

We look forward to seeing you at some of our work parties, and 
thank those of you who have helped so far. 
 
 
Ivor Chambers    Work Party Organiser 

 
 



The 2016 BCN Clean-up 
 

Forty-six IWA WRG volunteers attended our camp this year. As well as 
the usual teams from CCT, DCT, BCNS, CRT we had the Friends of 
Tipton Cut plus local residents who turned up. 
We cleared over 20 km of the Walsall Canal of all sorts of rubbish.  
Underneath the footbridge to Asda at Great Bridge was the greatest pile 
of shopping trollies ever retrieved. 
As you know, our band of committed volunteers came from all over the 
UK and were aged from 16 to 73. As leader of the event I am extremely 
proud of the work they did on behalf of the waterways of the West 
Midlands.  
 
Chris Morgan         Event Leader             Waterway Recovery Group  
 

 
 

Big Clean up Thank You 
 
I have been asked to pass on thanks from Chris Morgan (Waterways Recovery 
Group Team Leader) to the Governing Council of Coombeswood Canal Trust for 
making available the work boat Hawne and joey Ringo, and its members for 
crewing and supporting the event. 
 

On a personal note, I am sure you’re all aware that the Dudley Canal Trust tug 
Bittell sank on its mooring over Saturday night at Ocker Hill. Everybody on site 
pulled together in helping Steve Bingham recover the boat quickly, but left only 
BCNS Phoenix and ourselves available to recover the dredgings from the Walsall 
end. 
 

Coombeswood Canal Trust Volunteers stepped up to the task without a thought, 
completing the task regardless of more than a few aches and pains- it was a 
pleasure to work with such a team whose comradeship definitely went the extra 
mile or five. 
  

Jeff Carter     CCT Safety Officer 



Boating Buddies 
 
The ‘Boating Buddies’ Scheme has been designed to enable 
CRT staff, particularly those ‘back office’ staff who may have 
had little or no direct experience of our waterways with the 
opportunity to spend a few hours on a boat courtesy of a 
‘Boating Buddy’. 
 
This is where you may fit in! 
 
If you feel able to take a couple or so CRT staff members out on 
your boat for few hours and/or would like further information, 
please use the following link to the CRT website: 
 
Canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/blogs/boating-
team/boating-buddies 
 
Your involvement will help further to promote Coombeswood 
Canal Trust and our relationship with CRT, and will hopefully 
provide an enjoyable experience for all concerned. 

 

Jon Jones       n.b. Parentis 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Somewhere Around (Dirty Old Town) 
 
Lost the keys to the car again, 
Though just now they were in my hand; 
Such a drag, but I’m sure they’ll be, 
Somewhere around, somewhere around. 
 
There’s a hook by the kitchen door  
Where those keys really ought to be; 
 But instead they’re eluding me, 
They’ve gone to ground, they’ve gone to ground. 
 
 Where on earth have I put my specs, 
Don’t see why they’re not on my head; 
Need to stick to the golden rule, 
Don’t put them down, don’t put them down 
 
That’s not all that escapes my grasp, 
Lots of things seem to disappear; 
Hats and gloves and important bills  
Can never be found, can never be found. 
 
Made a date to go out with friends, 
Off to lunch, or perhaps for tea; 
Can’t recall where we said we’d meet, 
Somewhere in town, somewhere in town. 
 
Got a phone call from the docs, 
My appointment is through at last; 
Was it three or half past two, 
Should have written it down, should have written it down. 
 
Got to take me a long hard look, 
Lots of gaps in my memory; 
Bits of fluff where a fact should be, 
Guess I’m slowing down, guess I’m slowing down. 
 
Lost my keys and a great deal more 
I’ve lost things I forgot I had; 
Where’ve they gone, like I said before, 
They’re somewhere around, somewhere around. 
 
Phill Mansell      n.b. Katie 

 



The Volunteer Scheme- A look back on its first year 
 

With just a couple weeks to go before the end of our first year with the scheme I 
would firstly like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all of our moorers who have taken 
part. Your efforts have certainly ‘lightened the load’ and at the same time have 
increased what myself and other members of the Governing Council see as a 
sense of greater ‘togetherness’ within the Trust. 
 
A great deal has been achieved with a range of tasks/jobs being undertaken 
around the Basin and out on ‘the arm’, all to good effect. Supported by the work 
of our ‘Section Co-ordinators’ under Sheila Campbell’s overall Co-ordination, 
thanks must also go to them all for helping make our first year a success. 
 
The Scheme’s Review Group has met quarterly during the last year, reporting 
back formally to the Governing Council. The Scheme, as something new to the 
Trust, is still to some extent ‘work in progress’ and where modifications have 
been needed they have been made, and will continue to be where necessary. 
 
Approaching the end of our first year on 30th June, and in readiness for the next 
twelve months, Boat Record Sheets will soon be examined and calculations 
made as to what, if any, Supplementary Charge is due for the year. For 2016/17 
the scheme will run over the full twelve months and the ‘required hours’ will 
increase, as stated in the Guidance Notes issued last August, from 15 to 20 hours 
with a maximum Supplementary Charge of £200.  So, do make sure you have 
entered all eligible hours on to your Boat Record Sheets as soon as possible as 
this cannot be done retrospectively! 
 
Thanks again to all involved; it is certainly making a positive difference! 

 
Jon Jones       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Rough History of Hawne Basin, our neighbours 
and our Canal 

 
As part of the process of creating an Archive for our Trust, I realised that a 
large amount of historical information was being collected. All of the 
information is available in one form or another but no-one, as far as I 
know, has collated it into an easily-followed format. 
 
So I found myself doing something which was completely unplanned, but 
which I believe to be of interest. I will do it in the old-fashioned (but better!) 
way and leave it to others to ‘electronify’ it if they so choose. 
 

Part One 
 

April 1798 They Earl of Dudley’s second canal was opened. It 
linked with his original canal at Parkhead and 
joined a newly-opened section of the Worcester 
and Birmingham Canal at Selly Oak. It passes 
through Halesowen between Gosty Hill and Lapal 
tunnels and its main cargoes were coal and lime. It 
became known as the Dudley No. 2 Canal. 

 
       1834               Hawn Colliery was opened. The colliery was 

situated on the western side of the River Stour and 
access to the Dudley No. 2 was by means of a 
horse-drawn tramway. A basin was built to allow 
the coal to be loaded on the boats, and the basin 
was known as Hawn Colliery Basin. At various 
times the basin was known as Coombeswood 
Basin, Heywood Basin and, by the railway, 
Halesowen Basin. Around the turn of the century 
an ‘e’ was added to the original ‘Hawn’. The basin 
has been extended once, possibly twice, since it 
was originally built and has evolved into the 
Hawne Basin we have today. 

 
      1841 A scoop wheel was installed on the western side 

of Lapal Tunnel. It was driven by a steam engine 
removed from Coombeswood, and this assisted 
passage through the tunnel. This engine operated 
until 1883 when it was replaced by a new engine 
which, in turn, operated until 1912. 

 
 



     1846    Dudley No. 2 Canal amalgamated with the 
Birmingham Canal Navigations. 

 
To Be Continued………… 

 
Roy Kenn      n.b. Placidus 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 

Hawne Basin Book Exchange 

 
I hope that many of you have noticed the new and extended bookcases in 
the Clubhouse.   Those of you who haven’t please come in and see what 
we have. 
 
We now have approximately 200 books for you to enjoy. There are also 
jigsaw puzzles, DVDs and CDs 
. 
Please feel free to browse, borrow and swap what we have on offer. They 
are there for your enjoyment. 
 
Keep looking, as we hope to update the selections on a regular basis - 
there are more books and jigsaws on their way. 
 
Liz Roach            n.b. Indulgence 
 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

Membership is renewable annually on 1st August 
 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 

 

TELEPHONE No: ______________________________EMAIL: _______________________________________ 

 

BOAT NAME: ________________________________________________ 

 

JOINT MEMBER 

 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 

 

TELEPHONE No: ____________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fees 

Associate Membership £25.00 -Associations, Organisations and Companies 

 

Individual Membership (18+) £8.00 ) – Individuals and Families 

Joint Membership  £14.00 )  

 

OVER 60 Membership £6.00  

Joint OVER 60 Membership £10.00             Full-Time Student  £6.00 

 

Full copies of the Rules of the Trust are available on the website or from the Trust Office. The information on this form  

will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine 

their entry at any reasonable time by prior arrangement. 

 

Membership Paid:  £ ____________________ 

 

I wish to make a donation: £ ____________________ 

 

Total Enclosed:  £ ____________________ Please make cheques payable to  

‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’ 

 

Signed: ___________________________________________________________Date: __________________________ 

 

Skills I/we can offer the Trust: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trade/Profession the Trust can ask for quotes: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form and your payment either to the Trust Office or by post to: 

Caroline Whorton, 21 Hyperion Road, Stourton, Stourbridge DY7 6SD 

UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth of their contributions by signing a GIFT AID 

DECLARATION .Please contact us by either the email address or telephone number above and we 
will be happy to send you a form. If you wish to set up a yearly Standing Order with your own Bank 

to pay your membership, our Bank Details are: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Delf House, 

WN8 6WT,  

Acct No. 65566440, Sort Code 08-92-99 



 

 


